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Principal Gordon Young draws

{ his keys lightly along the exterior
iwall of his high school and
| watches as the concrete chunks
| cascade from between the bricks.
| Inside the doors of Halifax
| West High School, the gym’s
| parquet flooring is lifting off the
 floor. Classrooms sport gaping
i holes in the walls where environ-
mental experts are removing the
| toxic fungus stachybotrys.
' “I don’t care how much money
| they throw at this building. I don’t
| want to come back. I'm afraid to,”
i said teacher Debbie Richardson,
. wiping her eyes reddening from a
i short walk through the school’s
| musty corridors.
i Widespread proliferation of the
 mould, which can cause respira-
i tory illnesses, forced the school’s
i teachers and 900 students to
| share classroom space at another
! facility this year.
. While Halifax West may be the
: school in the worst condition, it’s
‘not the only one in the city
. showing its age. A recent report
| from the Halifax school board —
the largest in Nova Scotia —
. suggested half of its 147 schools
: should be replaced, shut down or
' massively renovated.
. “We are suffering from be-
tween $200 and $300 million
worth of deferred maintenance
and with some exceptions our
‘schools are in marginal condi-
.tion,” says Dave Reid, superinten-
dent of the board.
“We have to hold our breath
each day that another school
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Region’s
schools
crumbling

Deferred maintenance reason
why;, superintendent says

down from $1,300 in 1992. In Nova
Scotia per capita funding for
schools fell four per cent during
the past decade.

But provincial governments’
argue capital spending on new
buildings and renovations is a
priority.

Nova Scotia will nearly double
its capital spending next year to
almost $60 million from $24.1
million, says Cathy Shaw, a
spokeswoman for the province’s
education department.

In Newfoundland, where hun-
dreds of aging denominational
schools were merged into a public
system in 1997, the province
defends its record of tackling the
air quality problems.

“We’ve put $125 million into
maintenance and air quality in
schools since 1997,” said Andrea
Maunder, spokesperson for the
Education Department. “I think
our story is quite the reverse of
that going on in other places.”

Elizabeth Beale, head of the
Atlantic Provinces Economic
Council —aregional think-tank —
says the crumbling school di-
lemma is the type of silent issue
that’s holding the region back.

“Spending your time coping
with moisture and mildew ulti-
mately compromises the acquir-
ing of science equipment, com-
puters and other technology that
are available in provinces with
better endowed economies,” said
Beale.

She says the federal Liberal
government should consider long-
term solutions to the funding
woes in the eastern provinces,
rather than concentrating on
“one-shot” deals such as recent
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As he concludes the conversa-

i tion, Reid notes he’s just had to
order the closure of another

school’s basement due to mould

.problems.

Mouldy schools have also
forced students out of classrooms
this fall in New Brunswick and
Newfoundland. Last week, in Syd-
ney, a fire inspector closed an
elementary school- after finding
asbestos in the furnace room and
substandard sprinkler systems.

Parents point the finger at
federal and provincial funding
cutbacks for the failing physical
condition of schools. They say
school boards, facing tighter
budgets, were forced to concen-
trate on maintaining classroom
programs, not classroom walls.

., That neglect is now showing up
in schools that are environmen-
tally unsafe and requiring costly
repairs.
. “I was on a radio show earlier
this month with an educator from
Calgary who argued their kids
needed more educational op-
tions,” said Richard Tilley, presi-
dent of a Halifax parents’ lobby
group.
= “I found myself saying ‘We’'d
Iove to talk about choice, we just
want an education.’ We’re just on
a whole different playing field
and that’s pretty frightening.”
. Young, a former school board
superintendent, said the Halifax
board spent $2.6 million in 1996
fixing up 40 schools. “Now we
spend less than that on 140
schools,” he said.
" In Newfoundland last year, the
srovince spent approximately
1,160 on educating each resident,

woes in the eastern provinces,
rather than concentrating on
“one-shot”_deals such as recent
announcements to inject $400
million over five years into Atlan-
tic Canadian universities and high
technology firms.

“It speaks to a fundamental
imbalance. We’re such a small
player at federal-provincial ta-
bles. Our interests have just
vanished off that table as some-
thing to address,” said Beale.

Until the Conservative govern-
ment came to power last June,
Nova Scotia had touted public-pri-
vate partnerships as the pre-
ferred way to build new schools.

Private sector companies
would build and own the schools,
then lease them back to the
province. By doing so, some of the
debt was supposed to be lifted
from the provincial ledgers.

But the Tories said creating
so-called education landlords in
the private sector hasn’t saved
money. The system also created
some schools with expensive €x-
tras at a time when others are
unsafe and lacking modern tech-
nology, such a computers.

Meanwhile, the crumbling
Halifax West school is expected
to re-open next year now that the
province has decided — much to
the fury of parents — to spend $8
million on renovations rather than
replace the 42-year-old building.

Gerald Walsh, a parent of three
future Halifax West students,
wonders what it will take for the
board to permanently close the
school. “You have teachers who
are dropping like flies, a school
that’s been condemned and an
environmental expert has said
this school isn’t fit for human
occupation. How many schools in
Canada can say that’s the case?”
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The Steering Committee for the redevelopment of
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public to participate in the site selection process
for the new Cobequid Multi-Service Centre.
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extinguish a fire inside.

FIRE EXTINGUIS

A firefighter carrying his flashlight walks away from a Dartmc

Portuguese unveil
monument to explo

By Kelly Shiers
Staff Reporter

Think of the earliest European
visitors to Nova Scotia and some
names spring to mind: Cabot,
Champlain, Cornwallis.

Chances are you may never
have heard of Joao Alvares Fa-
gundes, who’s believed to have
visited this coast more than 200
years before 1749’s founding of
Halifax.

Today at 11 am., a monument
celebrating the Portuguese noble-
man and explorer and the early
connection between this province
and Portugal will be unveiled at
Purdy’s Wharf on the Halifax
waterfront.

“From early days in our history
— I was never much of a historian
myself — I had heard of him as
one of those that went in these
small ships across the ocean, but I
never actually paid that much
attention,” said Jack Leitao, presi-
dent of the Portuguese Society of
Nova Scotia. There are up to S00
Nova Scotians of Portuguese de-
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“There is no voice more eloguent than that of the human body. It ha
primary subject of painting, sculpture, and literature throughout th
Wounded or intact, the body speaks a universal language.”
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